
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHARGE OF 

GARNET ISABEL PELTON 

The Wae. The fourth year of the World War opened August 1, 
with twenty governments in a state of war against Germany, though 
many of them have not broken with her three allies, Austria- 
Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria. These twenty governments range 
from two of the greatest, Great Britain and Russia, to two of the 
smallest, San Marino and Monaco. Six other governments have 
severed diplomatic relations with Germany; three have declared a 
benevolent neutrality toward the United States; and China, since the 
recent victory of her republican government has approached still 
nearer to a declaration of war on Germany. About three-fourths of 
the population of the world, almost half of the independent govern- 
ments, including large and small, occidental and oriental, democratic 
and monarchial are arrayed against Germany; surely a world indict- 
ment against her methods. 

The third year of the war opened auspiciously for the Central 
Powers. They had conquered most of Belgium and a large section of 
northern France; all of Russian Poland and a slice of western Russia; 
and, in the Balkans, Serbia and Montenegro. With the Turks they 
had successfully resisted the Allied attack on Gallipoli, thus saving 
Constantinople and Germany's increasing control of Asia Minor and 
Mesopotamia. 

The fourth year of the war has opened auspiciously for the Allies. 
Except for the conquest of Roumania and that was accomplished with 
the help of treacherous officials of the ex-Czar, Germany has been driven 
back in all directions and is everywhere on the defensive. Russia, a 
year ago, conquered Austrian territory on the Eastern front; the 
French retook positions at Verdun that had cost the Germans tens of 
thousands of men to win ; the British and French, in the great Battle 
of the Somme and succeeding battles, regained one thousand square 
miles of northern France; Italy threatened Trieste; General Maude 
swept up through Mesopotamia and took the ancient and strategical 
city of Bagdad. 

Germany's ruthless submarine warfare, intended to starve England, 
though sufficiently successful to be still a terrible menace, has resulted 
in the protests and enmity of most of the civilized nations; it has brought 
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the United States into the war; and it has not, as yet, brought England 
in sight of starvation. 

The Russian revolution shattered Germany's hope of a separate 
peace with Russia, which would have released the great German and 
Austrian armies on the Eastern front, and given the two Teuton nations 
unlimited food supplies and probable victory. This remarkable 
revolution also stirred up political unrest and dissension in Germany, 
bringing a demand for peace and more political liberty, so that Prussian 
autocracy had to further entrench itself with a change of chancellor 
and ministers. 

Russia. In Russia, regiments intoxicated with liberty, became 
disobedient and disorganized and the recent offensive, so brilliantly 
begun, collapsed. The Provisional Government has been given un- 
limited power. Its new premier, Kerensky, a young man of thirty-six, 
of humble origin and ill with tuberculosis, through sheer personal power 
has become the virtual dictator of Russia. On this man's frail life 
and his power to hold to one steady purpose the seething, heterogeneous 
elements in his vast country, depend not only the amount of America's 
sacrifice in the great world struggle but the measure of Allied victory 
and the hope of democracy. 

Congress. Aviation Service. Aviation appeals to the American 
imagination. Swiftly and almost without dissent Congress passed 
the Aviation Service bill of $640,000,000, which the President signed 
July 23. It is now generally agreed that the side which gains air 
supremacy will win the war, for airplanes are the "eyes of the army," 
scouting to discover the strength and position of the enemy; directing 
artillery fire; keeping the air free from investigating enemy planes; 
and bombing enemy highways, railroads, supplies, ammunition, and 
submarine bases. One thousand aviators are said to be twice as 
effective as one half a million men, the greatest number we could send 
over in a year, whereas six thousand aviators can be sent over in a few 
months followed every month by two or three thousand more and a 
sufficient number of machines. 

The Food Control Bill. On August 8, the Food Control bill, 
which had been pending over two months, was finally passed. The 
bill gives the President almost unlimited authority to assure adequate 
supply and distribution of food, fuel, and other necessaries; to prevent 
hoarding and speculation; and to maintain government control over all 
such necessaries during the period of the war. Herbert C. Hoover has 
been chosen by the President for food administrator. He has already 
marshalled the food resources of the country on a volunteer basis and 
has organized all necessary machinery in anticipation of the new law. 



